Overview of corticosteroid therapy in the different rheumatic diseases of childhood.
As an introduction to the workshop on corticosteroid use in childhood rheumatic disease, the types of preparations and the methods of administration are discussed. The specifics of steroid use in juvenile arthritis, dermatomyositis and systemic lupus erythematosus are given, with illustrative cases described. The use of steroids in other connective tissue diseases of childhood are briefly described.